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Careers in Geography 

Geography is the study of the world we live in, its environments, landscapes and natural disasters, and the 

relationship between people and environments. 

One of the most wide-ranging degree subjects, geography is a mix of social and physical sciences, 

combining study of the planet’s physical properties with a focus on societies and how they interact. 

Physical geography covers the Earth’s climate, atmosphere, landscapes and natural processes including 

tectonic plates, glaciers, erosion and volcanology, while human geography covers the distribution and 

interactions of societies across the globe. While there are few well-defined boundaries, human geography 

covers population growth, globalisation, farming, forestry, fishing, urbanisation, transportation and 

tourism. 

Many universities offer both human and physical geography programmes, while a number of institutions 

give students the option to pursue a combined course.  

Jobs directly related to Geography include: 

 Cartographer 

 Commercial/residential surveyor 

 Environmental consultant 

 Geographical information systems officer 

 Planning and development surveyor 

 Secondary school teacher 

 Town planner 

Jobs where Geography would be really useful include: 

 Astronomer 

 International aid/development worker 

 Landscape architect 

 Logistics and distribution manager 

 Market researcher 

 Nature conservation officer 

 Political risk analyst 

 Sustainability consultant 

 Tourism officer 

 Transport planner 

Typical employers 

A geography degree enables you to embark on a career in a range of fields, including those in the 

education, commerce, industry, transport, tourism and public sectors. You'll also have many transferable 

skills, attracting employers from the business, law and finance sectors. 

Employers include: 

 the armed forces 

 charities 

 the Civil Service 

 environmental consultancies 
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 environmental protection agencies 

 information systems organisations 

 local government 

 Ministry of Defence 

 police service 

Skills for your CV 

By studying geography, you'll gain an insight into a range of practical, social, economic and environmental 

issues. Geography offers the opportunity to tackles some of the most important issue facing modern 

society, from climate change, natural disasters, to overpopulation and urban expansion. 

In addition to core geographic skills, for example field work and the use of specialist equipment, preparing 

maps and diagrams and using social survey and interpretative methods, you'll also develop a range of key 

skills that are relevant to many jobs and sectors. 

These include: 

 skills in research and data collection, analysis and evaluation 

 mathematical and computational skills 

 IT skills, for example computer cartography and the use of databases and spreadsheets 

 written and oral communications skills, including report writing and data presentation 

 the ability to understand abstract concepts and articulate these to a range of audiences 

 planning and problem-solving skills 

 creative thinking and the ability to recognise the moral and ethical issues involved in debates 

 the ability to work independently and also in a team, taking on board ideas and coming to a 

consensus 

 self-motivation and self-reliance 

 time management and the ability to meet deadlines. 

Studying Geography at university – topics you may cover: 

 rivers 

  sustainability 

 environmental modelling 

 the physical environment 

 the politics of climate change 

 the making of the modern city 

 political geography and geopolitics 

 economic geography 

 coastal and estuarine environments 

 environmental hazards and energy resources. 

 

 


